
The master wizard
Joe Labero has succeeded in a great conjuring trick: Fool the
Swedes that he is one of the world's greatest magicians.
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In short

!"For 25 years, Joe Labero has used the Merlin Award to present
himself as one of the world's foremost illusionists.

!"The award is called the wizarding world's Oscar, and Labero has
been awarded it four times, including for »Illusionist of the Decade«.

!"In reality, the Merlin Award is merely a PR stunt.

https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/


THE 59-YEAR-OLD AMATEUR MAGICIAN  Anders Frank cruises between
drifts of books, hi-fi products, candlesticks and wall clocks on his way to the
living room. It is so cold in the house that he wears a fleece jacket, knitted
cap and shoes. The heating has been turned off all winter in »solidarity with
the Ukrainians«. In the light filtering in through the drawn blinds, a three-
seater sofa can be seen next to an empty reptile terrarium and a jacuzzi.

- If it had only been two and a half centimeters narrower, it would have gone
in through the bathroom door, he explains, measuring with his thumb and
forefinger.

To Anders' latest bankruptcy warehouse finds, he counts about a hundred
pairs of work shoes and 45 industrial scales that he stacked in the laundry
room.

- It has become a bit of a sickness, says Anders Frank. Almost like a
gambling addiction. Unfortunately, I haven't managed to sell much yet.

The worst deal of his life is contained in the cardboard box that he places on
the coffee table. Anders paid SEK 25,139 for the twelve VHS cassettes in
autumn 1997.

Then Anders worked as a special education teacher at a special school in
Valdemarsvik where he used simple magic tricks to get the students focused
and engaged. When the young people learned a new trick, they arranged
performances for each other, and the applause rained. Anders wanted to
develop wizardry teaching, and in an American magic magazine he found an
advertisement for instructional videos. To ensure that the films were also
suitable for people with disabilities, and to haggle, he called the advertiser
International Magician Society, IMS, and a man introduced himself in
broken English as Tony Hassini.



As an amateur magician, Anders Frank has mainly performed for neighbors and at children's parties.
The amount of props now fills an entire basement room. The rabbit costume takes the biggest place.
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The conversation did not take the direction Anders expected. In an hour,
Hassini managed to persuade him to become the Swedish chairman of IMS,
with the rights to sell and distribute their instructional films in the Nordics.
Instead of shopping for a couple of hundred Swedish kroner, Anders
invested more than a month's salary on twelve master tapes.

- It was a gamble, he says. But I've always had things to do besides work. I
thought it might be a way to develop my wizarding skills.

Anders Frank pinches one of Hassini's old films and lifts it out of the box.

»The Mystical Geniés Beginner's Magic Collection Volume 1« is for ages »6
to 106« and on the cover of the VHS cassette Tony Hassini is described as
»the world's foremost magic teacher«, who was also named »Best Magician
of the Year« by IMS.

- Grateful to appoint himself to it, Anders mutters as he sits down on the
sofa and plays the film on his 65-inch TV.



When Anders Frank bought twelve VHS cassettes, Tony Hassini had already abandoned the format
and switched to the newfangled DVD. Hassini's instructional video package contains 50 videos and
costs $3,000.

The screen flickers for a moment before Tony Hassini, wearing a coat and
bow tie, conjures a pencil away in front of delighted children. After that,
Hassini shows the famous conjuring trick »The Sawn Lady«, where usually a
woman lies down in a box to be cut into pieces. In Hassini's version, the lady
is a cut-out piece of paper that he puts in an envelope. After half an hour of
similar tricks, the film is over. Anders plays another instructional video,
aimed at a more advanced audience, where Hassini is assisted by the famous
magician Rocco Silano. While Rocco shows conjuring tricks, Hassini has
trouble finding the sharpness. Car traffic from the surroundings can be
heard on the soundtrack.

- The films were of very mixed quality, says Anders. Some were so bad that I
thought: I can't fucking sell this.



Video sales were also slow and Anders failed to recruit a single member to
the club. Then Hassini told me about an award he had started giving out to
magicians – the Merlin Award – and asked Anders if he knew of any
prominent Swedes. Anders immediately thought of Joe Labero, who a few
years earlier had made a success of Bern's salons with his show A Magic
Night – a journey into the inexplicable, and performed in Australia. Now
Labero had moved to Gothenburg to put on the show Illusions at the show
pub Rondo. If he was awarded the prize, perhaps the publicity could benefit
the sales of the video courses, Anders thought, and contacted »Labero's
gang«.

- They grabbed immediately.

Already a month before the award ceremony, a number of Swedish daily and
evening newspapers published a TT notice: »Joe Labero won an
international award.« The statue »of barely half a meter« was to be handed
over by »Anders Frank, Swedish chairman of the international society«.
Labero commented on the incident to TT: »This is fantastic fun. It came as a
complete surprise. There aren't that many prizes to be won in the magic
industry. It feels extra fun that the award comes from the USA.«

When the big night approached, Anders Frank put on his dark suit, pinned
an IMS pin on his lapel and drove four hours to Rondo in Gothenburg.
When he arrived, he discovered that "Labero's gang" had instead flown in
Tony Hassini as the award presenter.

- They had driven up the limousine with a pre-recorded greeting tape, and
given him hotel nights.

It was common knowledge that Labero's big dream was to have his own
show in Las Vegas. Here came an American who could help him on the trot,
Anders thought.

After the performance, Labero raised the gold-sprayed statuette to the sky to
the cheers of the audience. The PR stunt worked well for Labero, who
received an article in GT with the headline: "The prize for an enchanted
night." Being awarded "the magicians' own international prize" was proof
that Labero had become a "star of international class," claimed the writer.



Anders Frank drove home to Valdemarsvik after the performance. He was
disappointed that the video courses were not mentioned at all and the effort
at Rondo in Gothenburg was the last thing he did for IMS.

- I managed to recruit only one member to the club: Joe Labero.

Anders Frank, Joe Labero and Tony Hassini met at the show pub Rondo in Gothenburg in the winter of
1998, where Labero performed with the show Illusions. P H O T O :  B J Ö R N  A N D E R S S O N



After the show at Rondo, Labero received his first Merlin statuette. The conjuring association Modern
Illusionists Circle gave him the newly instituted award »Black belt in magic«. P H O T O :  A N E T T E  F R I B E R G / T T



SWEDEN'S MOST DESCRIBED  magician now performs on stages such as
Varberg Stadshotell & Asia Spa, Bomans Hotell in Trosa and Kulturens hus -
Lilla Salen in Luleå. The current tour is promoted with him winning the
Merlin Award four times, which is said to be the »equivalent of winning an
Oscar«. On Labero's website, his press agent Magnus Stråberg is the only
contact. When he does not respond to emails, I find an older website with
Labero's own email address. I ask if he can tell me about how he became
Sweden's most famous magician, and wonder if we can meet in Stockholm,
where he is listed in a rented apartment in Östermalm together with his
partner Anna Vinterfall and their common daughter.

Labero replies that he is busy, but that he will talk to Stråberg »if and when«
he can attend an interview. When a week has passed, I call his company
Labero Entertainment Group AB, whereupon an »Anna« asks who I am
looking for. When I answer Joe Labero, she says: »Then you've got it wrong.
What is it about? There is no Joe here.« When asked »do you know Joe«,
she replies: »Uh, yes. I know Joe. But he is not at this number and he
answers when he gets the chance.«

Nine minutes later, the event company Krall Entertainment writes in an
email that Labero is busy with work before the next performance and »we
want to wait until we have something new to tell«. I am writing to Labero
that there have been criticisms of his marketing strategies that he needs to
address. The email was met with radio silence. The next performance takes
place in Folkets Hus in Umeå, and I buy a ticket.

LISTEN TO THE FILTERPOD

In episode #79 , which aired May 19, reporter Simon Appelqvist tells more about
the secret world of wizards.

HIEROGLYPHS SHOW THAT  people have been entertained by sorcery
tricks for at least 4,000 years. In the book Trolleri som konst og kultur,
author and magician Per Eklund writes that exaggerations and imaginative
claims have always been a way for the guild to gain competitive advantages.
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When magician Riddar Epstein's career stalled in 1869, he asked a spectator
to shoot him, and the newspapers reported that he died of his injuries. When
Knight Epstein announced his return from the dead, his career gained new
momentum.

During the early 20th century, a star cult was formed around magicians,
where the name attracted more than the tricks. The most successful
illusionists were the ones who attracted the most attention and made the
right connections, not the most skilled.

The big fix star of the time - Harry Houdini - was considered by
contemporary colleagues to be a mediocre magician who stole other people's
tricks, which he also claimed to have invented. In the autobiography he gave
his brother, Houdini wrote: »This book is full of lies.«

Even magicians with no qualifications drew audiences and the majority
performed short acts and lied about being successful in other countries,
which led many in the industry to ask the question: Who is an amateur and
who is a professional?

To curb the development, hard-to-reach associations were formed with
recommendation requirements and entrance exams. In 1948, the world
organization Féderation Internationale des Sociétés Magiques, FISM , was
formed , which began organizing the World Magic Championships. There,
wizards could demonstrate their professional skills, and be judged by a jury
of equals.

At the same time, a Swedish magician launched his plan to reach Europe's
biggest stages. Karl-Ewert Forsberg was so rough in the mouth that he
"could hardly be taken into furnished rooms", dressed elegantly and toured
the public parks as Carlo Tornedo.

After becoming world champion in the Manipulation category twice in the
1950s, Forsberg wrote about a hundred letters that he signed with false
names and sent to theater and variety show directors worldwide. These
made-up magicians emphasized how their repertoire was similar to that of
the famous Carlo Tornedo - when Forsberg then came forward as Tornedo,
he was immediately booked.
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To present himself as even more successful, he pretended to stay in luxury
hotels such as the Waldorf Astoria in New York or the George Saint Hotel in
Paris, where he addressed his mail. For a penny, the porters received and
saved the correspondence.

With some skill and a lot of cunning, Tornedo broke through and performed
on the world's biggest theater stages: London Palladium, Radio City Hall,
Moulin Rouge, Olympia and Tropicana. At the end of the 1970s, he took off
his sequin blazer for the last time and became artistic director at the Crown
Prince in Malmö. In the same vein, he discovered a young Lars Bengt Roland
Johansson - who then performed as Mr. Magino - and took him under his
wing. Bengt bought Tornedo's old jacket and adopted a new stage name: Joe
Labero.

»Afterwards he asked if I wanted a
Merlin Award: ›If you want it, you

can get it, I decide.‹«

MEANWHILE, A  less successful magician named Tony Hassini struggled
with existence in New York. After being born in Cyprus with the »severe
handicaps« of dyslexia and impaired hearing, and stopping over as a
dishwasher in London, he moved to the United States where he produced his
brother's self-titled studio album Marc Mundy . The album is listed on the
blog site worldsworstrecords . Instead, Hassini was hired as a witchcraft
consultant for Burger King, as in the fight against McDonald'sclown Ronald
launched the Marvelous Magical Burger King mascot - a red-bearded king
whose main conjuring trick was producing copious amounts of food along
with sidekicks like Sir Shake-a-Lot and the Wizard of Fries. In the
hamburger chain's commercials, Hassini performed simpler tricks until they
dropped the concept in the late 1980s. Hassini then started the company
Distron Video Corp and began producing instructional videos in dog
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training, health food and magic.

The ads for the latter carried the sender International Magician Society, an
organization Hassini himself registered in 1996. Anyone who bought his
instructional film Mental Magic for $25 became a lifetime member of the
society, and the starter pack included a laminated membership card, a pin
and a diploma.

On the organization's website, strangely enough, it says that the association
was founded in 1968. Pictures show the Magic Academy – the crown jewel of
the International Magician Society where "magicians study and obtain a
doctorate in magic" – and a stately library. However, an image search
reveals that the library is a German baroque museum and the Magic
Academy is a clever Photoshop montage.

Either way, Hassini became a regular fixture at magic conventions and other
places where wizards gathered. There he asked them to record how-to videos
for his ever-growing video library. Among them is the Swede Lennart Green,
who won the Wizarding World Cup in the card magic category.

- Hassini asked if I could join him up to the hotel room, says Lennart Green.
Yes, I can, I said, and he gave me a couple of hundred dollars to show some
moves . Afterwards, he asked if I wanted a Merlin Award: »If you want it,
you can get it, I decide.« I didn't want one, because he himself chooses who
will get it.

Lennart Green was nevertheless listed alongside more and more well-known
names as recipients of the Merlin Award on Hassini's website.



On the front cover of the International Magician Society's order catalog, Hassini is pictured with his
favorite tricks.

AFTER THE SUCCESS OF  Rondo, Joe Labero returned to Australia with
the show Magic World . There he was »as the first illusionist ever« to
receive the Merlin Award for the second time. »On Friday I will be a guest
on Australia's most popular talk show precisely because of this award«, he
told Aftonbladet.

Few things make Swedes as proud as when one of us achieves international
success, and now Joe Labero seemed to have reached a new level. The media
started reporting on him the same way they do on our biggest sports stars or
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music exports. Every new show effort was big entertainment news, and in
between the media wrote about everything else he came up with.

For Aftonbladet, Labero told about his sneaky plan against ex-president Bill
Clinton when he was playing golf in Stockholm: cut Monica Lewinsky's dress
and ask: » Have you ever dreamed of doing this?« Labero: »It is important
to do it with respect and class .« A week later he planned another coup.
Target: Crown Princess Victoria. How: tear apart her national costume at
her 25th birthday celebration in Borgholm. Then he was going on a world
tour with the biggest boy band of the time: the Backstreet Boys. "Sometimes
everything happens at the same time," he told Aftonbladet.

In connection with the filming of the pre-hyped Disney film Pirates of the
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl, Labero told Aftonbladet and
Expressen that he played card shark against Johnny Depp. »Furthermore,
Disney boss Tom Hayslip said I was cut and ready for the role.« Before his
40th birthday in 2003, Labero said that his achievements in magic have
been compared to Ingemar Stenmark's efforts in downhill skiing or Björn
Borg's in tennis.

Soon after, Labero launched Magician Impossible . The concept: celebrities
such as singer Louise Redknapp and "Lady Diana's lover James Hewitt"
were kidnapped to a luxury yacht in the Mediterranean where Labero
performed spectacular magic tricks. The TV show was broadcast in 27
countries.

After one half of the world-famous magician duo Siegfried & Roy was
attacked by a tiger on stage and almost lost his life, "an informant" revealed
to Expressen that Labero was in the running as a replacement for Roy Horn.
In addition, Absolut Vodka would sponsor a new big Las Vegas show called
»Absolut Joe«.

Joe Labero's intense start to the new millennium bore fruit. In 2009, Tony
Hassini's International Magician Society named him »Illusionist of the
Decade«. Not only that: the award ceremony was to take place during the
Wizarding World Cup in Beijing. The news was picked up by both TT and
Dagens Nyheter. About the award, Labero said: »It's always good to get
attention, and extra fun to get it within your own corps, because it's a little



harder to get praise there. But you're never better than your last show.«

When Labero was named "Illusionist of the Decade" in 2009, he was in China, where the World
Magician's World Cup was being organized by the world organization FISM at the same time.

Five years later, the Swedish Fair needed a draw to attract people to its latest
venture – Gothia Tower's third glass scraper with the new entertainment
arena The Theatre. The only one who could deliver the right Las Vegas feel
was of course Joe Labero, who got a five-week fixed show. After the fiery
Inferno premiered on November 9, 2014, Gothia Towers CEO Daniel
Stenbäck expressed his satisfaction: »It's great fun and we are incredibly
proud that the world's best illusionist and magician chose Gothia Towers
and The Theater as his show arena.«

Tony Hassini was flown to Gothenburg once again to present Labero with
his fourth Merlin statuette for the »Magician of the Year 2014« award
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during a ceremony at The Theatre. How could Joe Labero top this? Three
years later, the answer came: as the first Swede, Joe Labero got his own
show in Las Vegas.

Together with the pyrotechnics group Fuel Girls, he had further developed
the show Inferno , and his expectations for the multimillion-dollar "year-
round contract" with the Las Vegas casino Paris were high. To TT, Labero
said: »This will open doors for what happens in the future. We'll see, I'm
excited with anticipation. Are we staying for five years or longer?« Barely
three months later, Hallands Nyheter reached the lyrical magician: »It's
completely crazy, I've just had a show now and it's a standing ovation. The
audience here is incredible, they stand and scream and it's absolutely crazy.«

Since then, his social media feeds have shown someone who belongs to the
international elite. Labero drives around in Italian sports cars and flies
helicopters and private jets. He lives in luxury hotels in Dubai and Marbella,
where he strolls among luxury yachts in snakeskin shoes with a saucer-sized
wristwatch around his wrist.



Tony Hassini returned to Gothenburg in 2014 to present Labero with the Merlin Award for the fourth
time.
At that time, Labero was the main attraction for the Swedish Fair's newly opened Gothia East Tower.
On the right,
Svenska Mässan's vice president Petter Ullberg is celebrating.

WHEN TONY HASSINI  named Joe Labero the »Illusionist of the Year« in
Beijing, four Swedes won real medals in the World Magic World Cup.
However , media interest in their exploits was minimal.

One of the Swedish prize winners was Jonas Ljung, who together with Peter
Brynolf won silver in the "comic magic" category.

- We were at the beginning of our careers and it was a big deal that Swedes
took podium places at the WC, says Jonas Ljung.

When I ask what he thought about Labero grabbing attention by being
awarded the made-up award "Illusionist of the Decade", when it was they
who were responsible for the feat, Ljung replies:

- Try to say that without laughing. It's like people giving themselves cool
nicknames. It was of course very boring - we dedicated a few months of our
lives and trained from morning to night. So it was a strange feeling, of
course.

Jonas Ljung continues:

- We wizards create an alternative reality where, through a number of
methods, we make it seem as if we have supernatural abilities. Throughout
history, some have not stopped on stage, but let it continue even outside the
stage room, which may have been a little charming. The problem arises
when it affects others in different ways. Joe Labero saw a gap where he could
do PR, because journalists didn't fact-check. In the end, this was all about
fooling the media.

Jonas Ljung says laconically that »one can choose to criticize it, or see it for
what it is«.

- Joe Labero is good at entertaining his audience. Having said that, of course
he would not place in the WC. To win the WC you need to be innovative and
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be able to trick magicians. That's not the kind of show Labero does. He is
completely focused on making a show for his audience in Sweden.

At the same time that Labero was named »Illusionist of the Year« in 2009, four Swedes won real prizes
in the World Magician's Championship. Johan Ståhl (on the left) won the bronze in »Micromagic«,
Peter Brynolf and Jonas Ljung (in the middle) won silver in »comic magic« and Charlie Caper won the
silver medal in »Salon magic«.

That the Merlin Award is a fake award was long an internal rumor in
wizarding circles, but not something that was talked about publicly. Finally,
Swedish magician and magic instructor Tom Stone had enough. The reason
was that he saw a risk that history from Beijing would be repeated.

Before last year's Wizarding World Cup in Quebec, the Norwegian illusionist
Alexx Alexxander was awarded a Merlin Award for »Illusionist of the
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Decade«. To complicate another PR coup during the World Cup, Tom Stone
therefore published a long blog article in which he described in depth Tony
Hassini's background and working methods.

"As far as I understand," Stone wrote, "Hassini likes to travel to countries
he's never been to before, so the first 1-2 magicians he contacts in each new
country are carefully convinced that it's a real and legitimate prize—he has
lots of photographs of himself and internationally known artists, which
seems to support the claims. Once they fall for the initial scam, it's a narrow
matter of gradually upping the ante until Hassini gets flights, hotels, lodging
and VIP treatment. After that, the tactics become more drastic. Other
magicians in the country in question then get the offer ›Did you see how
much PR magician N got? You can get just as much attention if you also get
a Merlin prize.‹ In addition, there are quite a few people who themselves
initiate contact with Hassini to buy a ›prize‹.«

Tom Stone has a good reputation around the world: He has written a
number of magic books, lectured and even been course manager for magic at
the Academy of Dance and Circus in Stockholm. The article received a lot of
attention and several colleagues asked to translate the text and distribute it
in their home countries.

- For me, this is a black and white issue, says Tom Stone. We work with
illusions and somewhere you have to draw the line for what is allowed and
what is not allowed to fiddle with. We have made so much progress on so
many levels, but the Merlin Award is a throwback to the old musty days
when anything was allowed. My view is that the Merlin award is a cancerous
tumor that needs to be burned away.

In Norway, the media drew attention to the fact that the wizarding
association Magiske Cirkel Norge criticized Alexx Alexxander for his use of
the » unfair advertisement«, and demanded that he stop emphasizing the
Merlin prize as the biggest thing one could win. Alexxander refused, and
instead chose to leave the association. The Swedish Magic Circle has not yet
followed the Norwegians' example. According to Tom Stone, it's because
they don't want to clash with the country's most famous magician, even
though he played a decisive role in the fact that magicians around the world
now use the Merlin Award to promote themselves.



- Labero was the first to fly Hassini here and raised the price and Hassini,
says Tom Stone. As I experience it, it was when Hassini got a bloody tooth
and thought: This is how I want it to always be.



Magician Tom Stone met Hassini at a magic convention in 2014 and was named »Cabaret Act of the
Decade« against his will. Last year, he exposed Hassini's working methods in a long blog post, which
was translated and shared by colleagues around the world.

THE DRAG HELP FROM TONY HASSINI  made Swedes perceive Joe
Labero as one of the world's foremost magicians. But if the price was fake,
how much else was true?

Did he conjure up the crown princess's national costume so the audience
could see our next head of state's underwear? No. Did he rip Monica
Lewinsky's dress? Not that either. Aftonbladet wrote that »Secret Service
and the American Embassy contacted Labero« after the article and said:
»You should be careful not to make fun of the ex-president.« Labero: »So I
didn't dare.«

The Backstreet Boys world tour was "cancelled" and the end credits of
Pirates of the Caribbean mention every craftsman and all 32 drivers - but no
Joe Labero. After the tiger attack, Siegfried & Roy performed only once more
– in 2009 – without Labero. The major production Magician Impossible
was canceled after the first pilot episode. The »Absolut Joe« show was
actually some appearances at the liquor company's trade show. His big Las
Vegas show was canceled after just over half the time and became a losing
business.

The expensive SUV Labero is often seen on social media is owned by a meat
wholesale company in Mölnlycke, other vehicles are either rental cars or
luxury cars he happened to pass on the street. One of the luxury yachts is
»Northern Cross« which was in the filming of the James Bond film Golden
Eye and definitely does not belong to Joe Labero.
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His company's annual reports from the past decade show both highs and
lows. In some years he has made a positive result of a couple of million
kroner, in other years the companies go back a couple of hundred thousand
kroner. He's dedicated TV shows and sold out big shows—all in all, a pretty
decent career for a popular domestic entertainer. Everything beyond that
appears to be pure illusion.

 

IN FRONT OF FOLKETS HUS  entrance, in the middle of the square in
central Umeå, stands a freshly washed Lexus. On the car doors you can read
»Joe Labero Magic Master« and on the trunk lid »Lexus Umeå«. Behind the
windscreen is a parking permit issued by the police. Inside the turnstile,
families with children, pensioners and middle-aged couples - who paid SEK
695 per ticket for a spellbinding evening - are met by stands with taped
newspaper articles about Labero's career.

A woman in a hood and theater mask waves to the crowd, who slip in and sit
in a smoke-filled salon. Images from Joe Labero's life are projected onto a
screen behind the stage: Labero with Börje Salming, Labero with Carola,
Labero with a magic box. A few children try to clap along to Elvis Presley's
Jailhouse Rock when the lights go out and the screen is instead taken over
by various commercials Joe Labero starred in.

In a film for Ford's rechargeable cars, Labero plays a car salesman who
shows the car's »magical functions«. In the next commercial, Labero is late
for his Las Vegas show Inferno and rides to the Paris casino on the Blix
electric bike. In the third film, a woman in a short dress and high heels walks
towards a private jet when Joe Labero arrives driving in a Bentley, the
camera zooms in on a precious necklace and follows it down between a pair
of women's breasts. This is advertising for Joe Labero himself.

The audience screws up a bit before the text »Joe Labero« takes over the
screen and he bounces onto the stage. The rock music is booming. With
tense jaws and a cloth dog in his arms, he greets the residents of Umeå
before he transforms the stuffed animal into his real dog: the mixed breed
Rocky.

- Italy. Oh, I really like Italy, he says, taking out a tampon. I have a small



skiff down there.

The projector screen shows a luxury yacht with Labero's name on the hull.
The audience laughs as Labero's assistant Tony selects a young, beautiful
woman from the audience and brings her to the stage, where she sits on a
stool between two bar tables. A lone spotlight is directed at Labero. He
hands the woman a pair of scissors and holds out the rope towards her. The
woman cuts off piece by piece, but the rope remains the same length. After
widespread applause, Labero raises the woman's arm to the sky and hands
over a red rose.

- I had a show in Las Vegas together with the Fuel Girls called Inferno , says
Labero and leaves the stage.

Another film shows bombastic stage performances where mainly the Fuel
Girls perform various fire arts, interspersed with red carpet audiences who
pay tribute to them. Next, Labero comes out on stage in new pointy shoes
with studs. The sequins on the tuxedo jacket sparkle in the spotlight. He
performs more age-old conjuring tricks: interlocking Chinese rings, the
game of cups where he conjures golf and tennis balls, and a bowling ball
emerging from a briefcase. He stands at the edge of the stage in front of a
camera that films him in close-up as he conjures cards out of thin air.

- Does anyone here still use cash?

One of the audience answers »yes« and tells us that his name is Lars. Labero
picks up Lars's 200 kroner note, goes back to the stage and turns it into a 20
note.

- Oops, he says and hands the bill to Lars. So that's life. Sometimes you win.
Sometimes you lose.

After another film and a card trick on stage, Labero announces:

- Now I'm going to show an illusion called The Slice !

To the audience's disappointment, a female assistant who Labero chops to
pieces does not come out. Instead, another film from a previous show is
shown – where Labero cuts a woman to pieces.

When Labero steps forward on stage again, he opens a bottle of champagne,



pours into a wine glass and takes a few hearty sips. A funny laugh is heard
from someone in the audience and Labero says wittily:

- There are apparently more people than me who drank champagne tonight.

He smiles as the audience bursts into laughter before placing the champagne
bottle in a bag which he crumples up into a ball and throws over his
shoulder.

- He is absolutely incredible, exclaims a man in the audience.

To evocative music, he runs around the salon with the »floating table«. He
conjures up a 200 kronor note with Lars written on it and repays the loan.
Then he tells us that there remains an illusion.

- After sitting still for so long, it can be nice to shake your arms. Shake off
the arms. Raise your hands.

He walks around between the rows of chairs.

- Does anyone have gold wedding rings?

Two volunteers rise from the audience and go on stage. Labero repeats the
question until a third person finally stands up. Labero joins the rings
together to form a link and holds them up in front of the applauding crowd.

Labero's assistant gestures for people to stand up and mobile films Labero,
who with his hands to the sky bows to the standing ovation. The 95-minute
performance is over and Labero disappears into his box.



Joe Labero likes to pose with exclusive vehicles wearing dark sunglasses and fancy suits. Here he is
riding a Harley-Davidson outside the Paris Las Vegas Hotel & Casino.

I 'LL ASK AN AUDIENCE HOST  to tell Joe Labero I'm here. After five
minutes, Labero goes out onto the stage floor and steps to the edge. He looks
out over the sea of empty chairs and praises "the fantastic venue" while

P H O T O :  K R I S T O F E R  S A N D B E R G



complaining about the light.

- It must not be a conference or handball, he says straight into the air. I hate
it. Turn it down so it turns blue.

Assistant Tony approaches Labero and asks if he should start rigging down.

- Yes, run the stuff down if you want. Yes, damn it. You can't wait. We have
to get up early tomorrow, we have a long journey. 25 miles. It was a good
show tonight. Like hell!

- Really good, really good, replies Tony, who begins to screw down the
camera stand at the front of the stage.

- But the audience wasn't exactly playing themselves.

- Nobody wanted to give you a ring.

- But it's crazy, Labero exclaims. People don't want to join. I've been doing
that with the money all these years, but no! They are so fucking afraid to be
put on stage.

Tony chuckles and walks off with the tripod. Labero stands at the bar table,
rests his elbow on the table top and turns to me.

- It is important not to embarrass them. You must be on to something, that's
why I give them a rose. You have to lift them.

When I point out that I've been looking for him for a few weeks, Labero
replies:

- You approached me in a strange way, just. That you would write something
negative. I do a lot of interviews, I think it's fun and full of pleasure and I'm
likeable . But your approach ... I was a little: What the hell. It should be fun!
The shows are out and I want joy and positivity. But it was like that against
the kneecaps. So I'm not afraid, but I'm not used to that technique - being
attacked. Then I'll be like that: Hello? But I think it was good that you came
here and saw the show, because you have to see it live.



"No! That was bullshit. I have
never said that. That's a scam,

then. Forget it!«

- Yes, I want to talk about your marketing, I try. Tell us about your mentor
Carlo Tornedo, he was very good at building up his image.

- Yes, but that is what the job is - and which I have worked a lot with. And
think it's fun. You gotta damn build it up! If you're an artist, it's damn easy
to disappear. How easily can you survive in show business for 35, 40 years?
It's hard as hell, isn't it? Say what you want about the USA, but they are
damn good at branding there . Here you should not think that you are
something. It's a bit of a shame, because everyone is something in different
ways. If you don't believe in yourself, no one else will either.

- Yes, I have read your autobiography...

- Oh, it's so gloomy. I am not a gloomy person. When they catch that side,
you think: Ah, how heavy! I don't go in and analyze too much. Then you
won't be happy. But yes, it has come out. They wanted me to read it in as an
audiobook. I don't know if you should do it. I'm not the one who wrote it.
Then maybe it will be strange if you read it yourself?

- Yes, it gets a bit strange, I answer.

- I can't bear to listen to it, says Labero.

Rocky starts barking from his cage and Joe asks Tony to let him out. Small
paws hit the stage floor before the dog jumps into Joe's arms.

- He is used to going out straight after the show, he explains and hugs Rocky.
Yes honey. We're going out.

I suspect I won't get any more chances to talk to Joe Labero if he slips away
now. When I ask if we can talk a little longer, he answers pleadingly:



- Not tonight, huh?

- Tomorrow then? I wonder.

When that doesn't work either, I say:

- You have claimed a lot which later turned out not to be true. Like playing
card shark in Pirates of the Caribbean .

- No, that was some damn angle. I have no idea how it came about. I was on
the island where they were recording and did some card tricks for the crew .
I never said I'd be in any fucking Pirates of the Caribbean . I'm not an actor,
am I?

- You said you had spoken to one of the Disney executives?

- No! That was bullshit. I have never said that. That's a scam, then. Forget it!
I have no idea where it came from.

That he would have been relevant as a replacement for Roy Horn after the
tiger attack is once again a fabrication of the journalists, claims Labero.

- I had met their manager Bernie Yuman. I was in Las Vegas.

Rocky grows impatient and growls. Labero looks at the dog and says:

- We're going baby, we're going.

He continues:

- I don't know where the hell it came from. There was nothing there. I was
very impressed with Mr. Yuman. He had been the manager of Siegfried &
Roy for 30 years. So I met him at some dinner in Washington. I haven't
said... How the hell would I get in with them? I was just a huge fan growing
up with them. They were my super idols.

- Why have you used the Merlin Award in your marketing? It's a fake price.

Joe looks down at his pointe shoes and his hair falls over his forehead. He
sighs.

- Criss Angel has done it, he got four, five, he says, referring to a Greek-
American illusionist whom Hassini named »Magician of the Decade« in
2009 and »Magician of the Century« the following year.



Probably without thinking about it, Joe Labero thus brings up one of the
most glaring examples of Tony Hassini's strange price inflation. Hassini has
listed around 300 magicians without specifying when or in which category
they received their award. When Joe Labero was named »Illusionist of the
Decade«, another magician had already received the same award five years
earlier.

- Copperfield has done it, continues Labero. Everyone has done it in the US.
I never thought of it that way...Penn & Teller got it.

- But Penn & Teller turned it down, I object. They still ended up on Tony
Hassini's award list.

- Yes Yes. But Criss Angel has done it a hell of a lot. He's got it. I have not
thought about it. It's been so many years.

- When you buy tickets for your performance here in Umeå, it says that you
have won the Merlin Award - »the wizarding world's equivalent of an Oscar«
- four times.

- Yes, but people have no idea. There are any number of prizes. Someone is
writing something, and I think people have no idea what the Merlin Award is
for.

- Isn't that dubious marketing?

- I've never thought of it that way, actually. I had no idea what it was
initially, other than that it was from the US.

When I tell him that his industry colleagues are upset that he stole their
chance to gain attention for the feats in the 2009 Wizards World Cup,
Labero says:

- Oh hell. But I don't write the journalism... the journalists should know
better. Uh, I don't know. It's promotion , PR, you can't control that.

- The press release was sent out from your company: Labero Group.

- Yes, yes. We've probably used it over the years. Sure as hell I did. Ah okay.
But I can't say much more about Merlin.

Joe Labero drops Rocky on the stage floor and looks at the clock.



- The kitchen closes soon, we have to go.

He follows the dog in the direction of the back of Folkets Hus where the tour
house car is parked.

- You turn 60 this summer. How long do you think you will continue?

- Carlo quit when he was 50 years old, but then he became so damn unhappy
- because he missed show business . That's the damn thing about artistry,
it's a poison that can't be beat and I'm still having damn fun.

 

FOOTNOTE: Filter has unsuccessfully attempted to reach Tony Hassini.

The article was published in Filter #92 (22 May 2023) and is written by Simon Appelqvist .

More: Reportage Reviews The cabinet of curiosities Odd professions

You've not missed?

EXAMINATION

Fool in the world of
research
From the small village of
Ulrika on the Östgöta plain,
Ashutosh Tiwari manages a
formidable empire: two
international institutes, two
scientific journals, three
conference series for
researchers and a medical
technology company. How is
that possible?

REPORTAGE

A perfect story
Is lecturer Manuel Knight's life
story too good to be true?

EXAMINATION

Super entrepreneur or
big liar?
Filters scratch the shiny
surface of the speaker
industry to see if the product
is worth its price.

https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/?page_id%3D21999
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/skribent/simon-appelqvist/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/granskningar/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/granskningar/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/granskningar/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/granskningar/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/kuriosakabinettet/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/kuriosakabinettet/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/kuriosakabinettet/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/kuriosakabinettet/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/udda-yrken/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/udda-yrken/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/udda-yrken/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/tag/udda-yrken/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/reptricket/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/reportage/manuel-knight-en-perfekt-story/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=sv&tl=en&hl=sv&client=webapp&u=https://magasinetfilter.se/granskning/blandad-av-ljuset/


Filter is an independent, politically unaffiliated reporting magazine. Our
ambition is to entertain, review and deepen. We deliver factual and fearless
journalism to curious readers. Filter has been awarded several times and

was named Magazine of the Year 2018.

Subscribe to Filter from SEK 39 / month!

Spread the word!
Help more people discover this report.

Did the report arouse emotions?
Email the editors and tell us what you feel!

T H E  F R I D AY  L E T T E R

This is how Joe Labero deceived the
Swedes that he is one of the world's
best magicians
In this week's newsletter, Simon Appelqvist expresses his disappointment
with Joe Labero - who is not one of the world's top magicians.
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Give away Filters!
With Sweden's best reporting magazine, you give away knowledge,

excitement and entertainment in a single package.

Give away!

M O S T  R E A D

T H E  A R C H I V E

Stina Oscarson is her
own worst enemy
Read about her fight
against anorexia.

Marcus Larsson takes
battle against the
school stock
companies
We follow an unlikely
ruler.

Therefore, a tougher
grip on the part of the
police is a bad idea
Join us as Filter follows
the dialogue police.

SHOW MORE
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T I L L  S I S T

Something that is still unclear?

What are Filters?

How much does Filter cost?

What can I read in Filter?

Can I unsubscribe whenever I want?

Can I read the magazine digitally?

Sweden's largest small magazine
Filter is published six times a year and is published by the independent Offside

Press in Gothenburg. Our investigative journalism was awarded the Golden
Spade two years in a row and we have won the Great Journalist Prize and

Sweden's Newspapers' Great Prize.
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